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Known for his multi-disciplinary practice whose work 
employs a wide range of media to explore themes 
of craft, ritual, beauty, spirituality, identity and its 
relationship to art history and the institution. 

Born to a Puerto-Rican family, Rolón’s background 
allows the artist to explore personal ideas which 
directly deal with questions of inclusion, aspiration 
and cultural identity. Often connecting childhood 
memories, the artist bore witness to the ways in 
which households have adapted to new American 
middle-class lifestyles with homes, walls and 
furniture adorned with ephemera of color, texture, 
patterns and items brought into the home to create 
a sense of longing. It is from here Rolón takes 
inspiration and transforms these vantage points 
producing a hybrid language of exuberant flora 
paintings, sculpture, social practice and site-specific 
installations composed of diverse materials that 
offer opportunities for self-reflection, rich symbolism 

and community engagement, bridging the divide 
between public and private. Rolón explores how 
cultivated settings and social barriers operate and 
its relationship to postcolonial spaces. The work is at 
once melancholic, excessive and exuberant, poised 
somewhere between celebration and regret. Inviting 
the viewer to engage in discourse and discussion.

Rolón has had solo exhibitions at The Dallas 
Contemporary, Dallas; Bass Museum of Art, Miami; 
Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead, UK; 
Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; Museo de Arte de Ponce, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; New Orleans Museum of Art, New Orleans, 
LA and CAM Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis. 
His work has also been exhibited in group shows 
at The Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; 
Marta Herford Museum, Herford, Germany; Museum 
Het Domein, Sittard, The Netherlands; Museum of 
Contemporary Art, San Diego; Museo del Barrio, 
New York and Centro Atlantico de Arte Moderno 
(CAAM), Canary Islands; Oakland University Art 
Gallery, Michigan and Museo de Arte de Ponce, 
Puerto Rico.

In 2007 Rolón represented Ukraine in the 52nd 
Venice Biennale. He is a recipient of the Joan Mitchell 
Foundation award for Painting and Sculpture. Rolón’s 
work is included in the following public collections: 
Bass Museum of Art, Miami; Brooklyn Museum, 
New York; City of Chicago Public Art Collection; 
Deagu Art Museum, Deagu; Museo del Barrio, 
New York; Museo de Arte de Ponce, Puerto Rico; 
Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico, San Juan; Museum 
Het Domein, Sittard, The Netherlands; Museum of 
Contemporary Art, San Diego; Nerman Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Kansas City; New Orleans 
Museum of Art and Pinchuk Art Centre, Kiev, 
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EDUCATION

1989  Columbia College, Chicago

SOLO EXHIBITIONS/PROJECTS

2018  Outside/In, New Orleans Museum of Art, New  
 Orleans, Louisiana (catalogue)
2018 Buscando América, Library Street Collective, Detroit
2018 When We Were Young, Arts Brookfield, NYC
2018 BOXED, Abroms-Engel Institute for the Visual Arts,  
 University of Alabama
2018 Classic Tracks: Migrating Rhythms, Movimiento de Arte  
 y Cultura Latino Americana, San Jose
2018 Rice Gallery, Rice University, Crosstown Traffic,   
 Houston, Texas, June 9 – August 28
2018 Lost in Paradise, Cūmmer Museum, Jacksonville
2017  50 Grand, The Tube Factory, Indianapolis (Curated by  
 Shauta Marsh)
2017 Loiza, Library Street Collective, Detroit (Permanent  
 public installation)
2016  Tropicaliza, Museo de Arte de Ponce, Puerto Rico
2016 Ace of Fades(on the wall), Monique Meloche Gallery,  
 Chicago, Illinois
2016 Vintage Voyages and Atomic Memories, Mike Kelley  
 Mobile Homestead; Museum of Contemporary Art  
 Detroit, Detroit, Michigan
2016 Carlós Rolon/Dzine: I Tell You This Sincerely…, Chicago  
 Cultural Center, Chicago, Illinois 
2016  Commonwealth, Oakland University Art Gallery,  
 Rochester, Michigan
2015  Mi Casa, Pearl Lam Gallery, Singapore
2015 Rolls-Royce Art Initiative, Singapore
2015 Now and Then, Rockford Art Museum, Illinois
2015 Encounters – Invitational Sector, Art Basel, Hong Kong
2015 ONLY YOU: New Mirror Paintings, Casterline Goodman  
 Gallery, Aspen
2015 Tiffany & Co., MCA Commission + Collaboration,  
 Tiffany & Co., Chicago; EXPO Chicago; Museum of  
 Contemporary Art, Chicago
2015 Vera List Artist Project, Lincoln Center, New York,  
 New York

2014  Tunnel Vision, space k, Gwangju
2014 New Work, Walter Otero Contemporary, San Juan
2014 Trophy Room, COLLABORATIONS, Art Cologne  
 Invitational, Salon 94 and Galerie Henrik Springmann,  
 Cologne, Germany
2014 Thinking of Forever, Leeahn Gallery, Seoul
2014 Dzine: Born Carlós Rolon, 1970, Paul Kasmin Gallery  
 and Salon 94, New York
2013  Victory, Public Functionary, Minneapolis
2013  Victory, The Dallas Contemporary, Dallas
2012  Imperial Nail Salon, Galerie Henrik Springmann, Berlin
2012 Phenomenon, Deptford X, London (Curated by Hew  
 Locke and Indra Khanna) 
2012 La Pelanda – Centro Di Produzione Culturale,  
 Installation and performance, Rome
2011  Imperial Nail Salon, Salon 94, New York
2011 Get Nailed at the New Museum, performance,   
 installation, New Museum, New York 
2011 Zeniths and Daytons, Galerie Zidoun, Luxembourg
2010  Voodoo, Leo Koenig Projekte, New York
2010 Voodoo, Krinzinger Projekte, Vienna
2010 Posse, Flint Institute of Arts (fleckenstein video  
 gallery), Michigan
2009  Bass Museum of Art, Miami
2009 Love & Loyalty, Leeahn Gallery, Daegu, Korea
2008  The Beautiful Struggle, Deitch Projects, New York
2008 Emily Murphy Contemporary, Madrid, Spain
2008 Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois 
2007  Contemporary Arts Society, Rome
2007 Museum Het Domein, Sittard, Netherlands
2006  Stealing Dreams, SCAI The Bathhouse/Shiraishi  
 Contemporary, Tokyo
2006  Somewhere over the Rainbow, Chicago Cultural  
 Center, Chicago
2006 Museo del Arte de Puerto Rico, San Juan (catalogue)
2006 Just Kidding, Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art,  
 Gateshead, United Kingdom
2005  Punk Funk, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis  
 (catalogue) 
2004  Staring at the Sun, moniquemeloche, Chicago
2004  Gangster Boogie, Palais de Tokyo, Paris
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2004  I l l ino is  State Museum Gal ler y, Chicago  
 (Tr ave led to Univer s i ty  of  Missour i  –  
 Ga l ler y  210 , St . Lou is  & I l l ino is  State  
 Museum, Lockpor t , I l l ino is)
2004  Equa l  Ga l ler y, Osaka , Japan (cata logue)
2004 Beaut i fu l  Th ings , SC AI The Bathhouse/  
 Sh i r a i sh i  Contemporar y, Tokyo
2004 Project  Inv i tat iona l , ARCO ‘04- Internat iona l   
 Contemporar y Ar t  Fa i r, Madr id
2003  Al ley  Oop , Ins t i tute of  V isua l  Ar t  Center   
 ( inova) , Mi lwaukee
2003 Tokyo Boog ie , Un iver s i ty  of  Alabama Visua l   
 Ar ts  Ga l ler y, B i rmingham, Alabama 
2002  Beat  Junk ie , Chop Shop, Moniquemeloche  
 Ga l ler y, Chicago
2002 Sampler , Museum of  Contemporar y Ar t ,  
 Chicago

GROUP EXHIBITIONS/PROJECTS

2018  Pardon My Language ,  Z idoun-Bossuyt   
 Gal ler y, Luxembourg (Curated by Tomokazu  
 Matsuyama)
2018 What Are We F ight ing For  Se l f r idges , London  
 (Curated by Michè le Lamy) 
2018 F lora ,  Cornel l  Ar t  Museum, Delr ay Beach ,FL  
 (Curated by Melan ie Johanson) 
2018 Bronzev i l l e  Echoes ,  Chicago Cul tur a l  Center,    
 Chicago
2018 Stone ’ s  Throw,  Pensacola  Museum of  Ar t , FL  
 (Curated by Car r ie  Fonder)
2017   Ephemera Obscura , Contemporar y Ar ts   
 Center, New Or leans
2017 Acts  o f  Transgress ion , Pear l  Lam Gal ler ies ,  
 Hong Kong No Burden as  Heavy, Dav id 
2017 Cast i l lo  Ga l ler y, Miami  The T imes , F lag Ar t   
 Foundat ion , New Yor k
2017  Maker, Maker , Ch i ldren ’s  Museum of    
 Ar t , New Yor k 
2017 Mater ia l i zed Cond i t ion , Pear l  Lam Gal ler ies ,  
 S ingapore 

2017 Beaut i fu l  B lack , Leeahn Gal ler y, Daegu
2016  Bedazz led , The Lehman Col lege Ar t Gal ler y,  
 Bronx , New Yor k
2016 IN/S ITU, EXPO CHIC AGO, Chicago I l l ino is
2016 Chimento Contemporar y, Los Ange les ,  
 Ca l i forn ia
2016 Er ik  Hanson : Two Year s  o f  Look ing , New Ar t   
 Pro jects , London 
2016 DNA , Daegu Ar t  Museum, Daegu , South  
 Korea
2015  Body Embe l l i shment , The Mint  Museum,  
 Nor th Caro l ina
2015  Black/Whi te , Amer inger McEner y Yohe  
 Ga l ler y, New Yor k (Curated by Br ian  
 Al f red)
2015 Al l  K i l l e r  No F i l l e r , Er ic  F i restone Gal ler y,  
 East  Hampton , New Yor k
2015 EXPO Chicago 2015, Ti f fany & Co. , Chicago;  
 Museum of  Contemporar y Ar t , Chicago ;  
 Pear l  Lam Gal ler ies , S ingapore ; Sa lon 94 ,  
 New Yor k
2015 Forms o f  Imag inat ion , Ar ts  Incubator,   
 Chicago, I l l ino is
2015 Custom L i ves : Rasquache Rena issance ,  
 Movimiento de Ar te y  Cul tur a Lat ino  
 Amer icans (MACLA) , San Jose , Ca l i forn ia
2015 Ar t  Base l  Miami  Beach , Arch i tectur a l   
 Digest , Miami , F lor ida
2014  Shaq Loves  Peop le , Presented by the F lag  
 Ar t  Foundat ion , EXPO CHIC AGO
2014 Booster , Ar t  Sound Mach ine , MARTa   
 Her ford , Her ford , Germany 
2014 Trad ic iones , Rockford Ar t  Museum, I l l ino is
2013  The Concept  o f  Baroque in  Contemporar y   
 Ar t , Ga ler ie  Henr ik  Spr ingmann, Ber l in
 (cur ated by Dr. Sab ine Mar ia  Schmidt)
2013 I n  God We Tr us t , Zachęta Nat iona l  Ga l ler y   
 o f  Ar t , War saw
2013 Homebod ies , Museum of  Contemporar y  
 Ar t , Chicago
2013 Via l , Museo de Ar te de Puer to R ico,  
 Santurce
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2013  On Pa in t ing , Centro At lant ico de Ar te  
 Moderno (C AAM), Las  Pa lmas de Gran  
 Canar ia
2012  IN/S ITU, EXPO CHIC AGO, Chicago
2012 The Haberdasher y , Er ic  F i restone Gal ler y,  
 East  Hampton , New Yor k 
2012 I n te rconnect ions , Museo de Ar te de Puer to  
 R ico, Santurce
2011  Exper ience Pommer y #9 (La Fabr ique  
 sonore) , cur ated by Cla i re Staebler  and  
 Char les  Carcopino,Domaine Pommer y,  
 Re ims , Fr ance
2011 Wr i te Now: Ar t i s t s  and Let te r fo rms ,   
 Chicago Cul tur a l  Center
2011 Commerc ia l  Break , cur ated by Nev i l le   
 Wakefie ld , Gar age Center  for    
 Contemporar y Cul ture and POST, 54th  
 Ven ice B ienna le , I ta ly
2011 Geared : The Cu l tu re  o f  B icyc les , Sun Va l ley  
 Center  for  the Ar ts , Idaho
2011 VOCES Y V IS IONES : S igns , Sys tems and the  
 C i t y  in  E l  Museo de l  Bar r io ’s  Permanent  
 Col lect ion , E l  Museo de l  Bar r io, New Yor k
2010  Lega l  Tender, Mar tha Otero Gal ler y, Los  
 Ange les
2010 L i v ing in  Evo lu t ion , Busan B ienna le , cur ated  
 by Takash i  Azumaya , Busan
2010 V iva La Revo luc ion : A Dia logue w i th  the  
 Urban Landscape , Museum of     
 Contemporar y Ar t , San Diego 
2010  ( I  Can)  Fee l  the Pu l se , MAMA, Rotterdam
2009  Stages , Ga ler ie  Emmanuel  Per rot in , Par i s
 (Traveled to Deitch Projects , New Yor k , and  
 O.H.W.O.W, Miami) 
2008  Not So Min imal , Col lect ion Vanmoer ker ke ,  
 Oostende , Be lg ium
2007  Bar r io  Dreams , Dei tch Pro jects , Ar t  Base l   
 Miami  Beach 2007, Miami , FL
2007 A Poem about  an In land Sea , Ukr a in ian  
 Pav i l ion , 52nd Venice B ienna le 
2007 Car r ibean Encounter s , Brook lyn Museum,  
 New Yor k

2007 S imply  Beaut i fu l , LABora l , Gi jon , Spa in
2007 Generat ions  U(s)A , P inchuk Ar t  Centre ,  
 K iev
2007 Publ i c  Image , Pa int ing the Ci ty, Fundament  
 Foundat ion , T i lbur g , Nether lands
2006  Spank the Monkey , Ba l t i c  Centre for    
 Contemporar y Ar t , Gateshead , Uni ted  
 K ingdom
2006 New Ter r i to r ies : On Youth Cu l tu re , Car la   
 Arocha and Dz ine , ARCO ’06 , Madr id
2006 Obser vator i , Museo de la  Cienc ias  Pr inc ipe  
 Fe l ipe , Va lenc ia
2005  Lost  in  Mus ic , Nerman Museum of  Ar t /  
 JCCC , Over land Par k , Kansas
2004  None o f  the Above : Contemporar y  Wor k  
 by  Puer to  R ican Ar t i s t s , Rea l  Ar t  Ways ,  
 Har t ford ( t r ave led to Museo de Ar te de  
 Puer to R ico, Santurce)
2004 Stop & Sto r : new pa inte r s , LUXE Gal ler y,  
 New Yor k
2003  Pa int ing by  Des ign , Wayne State Univer s i ty   
 Ga l ler y, Detro i t
2003  Sk8 on the Wal l , Parco Gal ler y, Tokyo

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

Joan Mitchel  Foundat ion , New Or leans , Lou is iana
Inst i tuto Buena Bista , Cur acao Centre For 
Contemporar y Ar t , Nether lands Ant i l les 
Balt ic  Centre for Contemporar y Ar t , Gateshead , 
Uni ted K ingdom
City of  Chicago S ister Cit ies  Program , The 
Nat iona l  Museum, Nairob i , Kenya

GRANTS/AWARDS

Joan Mitche l l  Pa int ing and Scu lpture Award   
Nat iona l  Endowment for  the Ar ts
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PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

Bass  Museum of  Ar t , Miami
Brook lyn Museum, NY
City  of  Chicago Publ ic  Ar t  Col lect ion , I l l ino is 
Col lect ion Vanmoer ker ke , Oostende , Be lg ium 
Museo de l  Bar r io, New Yor k
Museo de Ar te de Puer to R ico, San Juan Museum 
Het Domein , S i t tard , Nether lands Museum of 
Contemporar y Ar t , San Diego Nerman Museum of 
Ar t , Kansas  Ci ty  Newcomb Ar t  Museum of  Tu lane 
Univer s i ty  Rockford Ar t  Museum, I l l ino is
P inchuk Ar t  Centre , K iev
Daegu Museum, South Korea
Univer s i ty  of  Alabama at  B i rmingham


